
 

 
The concept of circulation is one with which anthropologists are quite familiar. Our discipline has long dealt 
with the circulation of cultural traits, of kin groups, of individuals, of political will, of power…the list goes 
on and on.  Outside of ―the field,‖ here in our own home universities and departments however, the 
population of anthropologists perhaps most intimate with circulation consists of students.  Students 
circulate through the halls of academia, through universities as they progress toward their degrees, through 
classes and seminars, all the while taking in information and knowledge.  We envision this journal as a 
forum for students to report to the larger membership of the American Anthropological Association and 
offer our perspective on circulation.   
 
The process of editing this journal has taught me a great deal, but I want to acknowledge the dedicated team 
that made this possible and offer my sincere hope that they too have learned and benefitted from this 
experience as much as I have.  First, I want to thank the editor of Volume 1, Marc K. Hébert, who was 
responsible for the inaugural issue of the NASA e-Journal in 2009.  His guidance on how to go from writing 
up a Call for Papers to production of the final copy was invaluable and made this task seem much less 
daunting than it was at first.   
 
The efforts of the reviewers and authors are really the force by which this volume came to be.  They were 
diligent and patient with me as I struggled with maintaining communication with all parties.  Academics in 
general are known for a nomadic lifestyle, and students live this reality throughout the year‘s cycle.  Some 
editorial notes were written during a cross-country move to start graduate school, others were written 
while studying abroad, and still more were written while in the midst of fieldwork.  Authors embarked on 
their revisions under similar conditions, and I am amazed at the quality of both commentaries and revisions 
that this group produced. 
 
Finally, I want to acknowledge the support of the NASA Executive Board, all of whom came together at 
various points to help get this volume out.  This is an amazing group of people and I truly value their 
support.  Particular thanks are due to John Trainor, our outgoing president, and Melinda Bernardo, our 
incoming president, for making this position such a pleasure.  I hope that you enjoy reading this issue of 
Student Anthropologist as much as I enjoyed editing it.  The articles presented here report on a wide variety 
of topics, all of which are held together by the common theme of circulation, on which Bryce Peake 
(University of Oregon) offers a thoughtful commentary.  I am interested to know what our readers think 
about this format, as it is the first time that this publication has mirrored the theme set by the association for 
the national meeting.  Please feel free to contact me with any comments or suggestions for the nest issue.  If 
you are interested in getting involved in the next issue, the Call for Papers and Reviewers can be found at 
the end of the journal.  
 

Happy reading, 
 
 
 

Sarah Taylor 
Editor, ―Student Anthropologist‖ 

nasaejournal@gmail.com 
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