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Letter from the Editors 

Since its inception, Anthropology has been inter-disciplinary. While other fields 
strove to define and contain their respective areas of study, we followed Boas in the 
four field approach, with holism as our battle cry. It is from this history that we drew 
inspiration for this special issue. The concept of holism, dear to all of us, is also a 
constant challenge. To truly remain a holistic field, we must constantly update our 
perspectives and our methodologies. We must continue to look far afield for new 
discoveries, techniques, and technologies that allow us to continue to consider “the 
science of humankind” in a new light. It is our wish that this special issue will inspire 
you to do just that. This collection of articles is not an end, but a beginning. While we 
hope that reading these articles will help you to expand your methodological toolkit, 
the issue will have fulfilled its purpose if it encourages you to consider new 
methodological combinations, or to look to other departments and fields in pursuit of 
ideas and methodologies that can further our shared commitment to understanding 
humankind in all its complexities. 


We also want to offer this issue to you as a balance to the theory heavy teaching 
structure in place at so many universities. We know that good theory comes from good 
data, and this is what makes innovative methodologies so important. We encourage 
you to use this issue to begin discussion within your department, and with us and the 
article contributors to continue to build a shared repertoire of techniques. Ethnographic 
and archaeological methods have become staple methods in fields outside of 
Anthropology, like political science and history, and as a field, we should strive to 
continue developing methodologies that will become crucial to social science more 
broadly. This special issue provides a small sample of how students in anthropology 
are using unique methodologies in anthropological research. From unique applications 
of mapping techniques, use of photovoice or facing the challenges of social networking 
and participant recruitment, the articles in this issue explore the opportunities we have 
as anthropologists to bring in these “outside” methods to explore the answers to the 
questions we ask and to begin to develop the next wave of methodological innovation.

We hope that you find these papers intriguing, thought provoking and inspiring. We did.
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