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I am pleased to announce the release of the latest issue of Student 
Anthropologist. Throughout this past year I have sought to broaden the 
scope of the journal by incorporating several new features while 
remaining committed to the traditions set forth by previous editors. We 
have expanded our Book Review section, which has been carefully 
assembled and edited by dedicated members of our Editorial Board who 
have worked with our Book Review Editor, Zhiying Ma. We will also 
continue to invite guest editorial teams to contribute to the journal 
through special issues. This invaluable opportunity enables students to 
gain first-hand experience of the editorial process through the direct 
oversight of a publication. Our third Special Issue, “Gendered 
Subjectivites: Pluralities of Being and Belonging”, will be published in 
2015. 
 My main priority as Editor this year has been to foster new 
opportunities for student professionalization by increasing student 
involvement in the journal’s publication process. To that end, we have 
introduced two new roles that allow students to contribute their skills 
and expertise to the journal: Design Editor and Social Media Editor. 
With the addition of these positions, we have refreshed the journal’s 
visual and online presence with the aim of reaching new audiences. We 
have also diversified the content of the journal by formalizing our Photo 
Essay section. Moving forward, we will continue to encourage authors 
to contribute mixed-media submissions that experiment and seek to 
invigorate anthropological praxis. Finally, I am thrilled to announce our 
new partnership with York University’s student journal, Contingent 
Horizons. The goal of the partnership is to facilitate the exchange of 
best practices among journal contributors and is a first step towards 
establishing a global network of resources for student anthropologists. 
 I had much to learn during my first year as Editor. I am especially 
grateful to Dr. Jessica Hardin, the former Editor of SA, for patiently 
guiding me through the journal’s editorial process that she worked hard 
to establish during her tenure. I would also like to give a warm thank 
you to Keahnan Washington, Peer Review Editor, Tara Mahfoud, Design 
Editor, Zhiying Ma, Book Review Editor, and Emley Kerry, Social Media 
Editor, for the countless hours they have dedicated to the journal. I am 
indebted to the many authors, peer reviewers, Editorial Board 
members, and other contributors who have worked diligently to ensure 
the excellence of the student scholarship presented here. Their 
collective efforts and insights have led to a refinement of editorial 
procedures and are a persistent reminder of the importance of 
collaboration in the writing process. 

Sara Smith
New Haven, CT
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