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Queer anthropology is expanding its 
conceptual frameworks to link analyses of 
sexual life to critiques of state power. 
Ethnographies working at this intersection 
have often privileged either broad 
biopolitical logics (where state regulation 
diminishes certain sexual practices and 
personae so that others might flourish) or a 
healthy anti-neoliberal cynicism (globalized 
gay discourses proliferate around 
recognition politics and consumer-citizen 
practices). Two recent books challenge 
queer anthropology to rethink its political 
attachments and offer new approaches to 
sex and the state. Scott Morgensen's Spaces 
Between Us places settler colonialism -- the 
ongoing occupation of native land and 
sovereignty -- at the center of non-Native 
U.S. sexuality and white gay male identity in 
particular. Paul Amar's The Security 
Archipelago examines urbanizing projects in 
Cairo and Rio de Janeiro that deploy military 
forces as agents of humanitarian 
intervention and sexual-moral policing. 
These books do more than apply the 
scrutiny of settler colonial analysis and 
human security critique to their 
ethnographies of sexual minorities. In their 
attention to the interstitial ethnographic 
locations (the archipelago, spaces between), 
Morgensen and Amar engage anti-colonial, 
global South and indigenous politics in ways 
that provide new directions for queer and 
feminist anthropology and anthropologies 
of the state.  

 As the title of his book suggests, 
Morgensen's ethnography of queer politics 
and settler colonialism centers on the 
spaces between indigenous North American 
gender erotics and settler sexuality that 
animate these two positions. Morgensen 
draws on Jasbir Puar's foundational work on 
homonationalism, where she demonstrated 
how U.S. and European state tolerance of 
gay sexuality domestically was reworked to 
justify anti-Muslim and neo-imperialist 
foreign policies (Puar 2007). Puar focused on 
the sexual stigmatization of broad 
populations (e.g. Muslim and Arab people) in 
the service of protecting U.S. empire, while 
Morgensen demonstrates how the colonial 
sexuality was first and continually deployed 
against Native American peoples. Modern 
settler sexuality allowed European colonials 
to determine when Native societies failed to 
produce consistent gender and sex norms. 
This justified mass social restructuring in 
education, health, and kinship that 
perpetuated and naturalized the ongoing 
erasure of native peoples (p. 42). Morgensen 
examines appropriations of indigeneity by 
settler gay advocates, who used Native 
gender practices as metaphor for their own 
dissident sexualities while demanding 
inclusion in the settler state. Such queer 
settler appropriations of indigeneity are 
polysemic: partially empowering and 
ethnocentric (Povinelli 2006). Morgensen 
traces these contradictions throughout his 
ethnographic location: mainstream gay and 
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lesbian community activism in Northern 
California.
 In each chapter, Morgensen 
addresses a different node between settler 
sexual politics and its native erasures. 
Chapter two should be of particular interest 
to anthropologists committed to 
dismantling colonial legacies of their 
inherited analytic categories. Morgensen 
investigates the role that 'berdache,' an 
invented native third gender, played in the 
consolidation of gay and lesbian 
anthropology, 'radical fairy' gay agrarian 
communities, and in Native Two-Spirit 
counterdiscourses. Chapters three and four 
are an ethnographic reflection on 
Morgensen's critical experience with LGBT 
organizing in Northern California and 
radical fairy intentional communities 
respectively. The analysis broadens in scope 
through chapters five and six. Morgensen 
documents the challenges native queer and 
Two-Spirit activists pose to placing the 
nation state at the center of transnational 
and AIDS politics. In many ethnographic 
vignettes, Morgensen examines the 
awkward intimacy of demanding racial 
equity within predominantly settler and 
white gay institutions. His observations 
often center on the ones who do not speak, 
for example, the two Latina activists at a 
meeting who give up trying to convince 
their colleagues to do outreach in non-
white neighborhoods or the single man of 
color in the radical fairy collective who 
wanders off from group events. Sometimes, 
Morgensen offers hypothetical 
interpretation of these silences, and he 
attributes motivations and resistances that 
can only be assumed in his ethnographic 
recounting. In these instances, the 
oppressive force of what cannot be said 
might stand for itself. Nevertheless, the 
'spaces between' captured here feel as 
painful as they feel familiar to activists.
 'The End of Neoliberalism' is Paul 
Amar's subtitle that is anything but subtle. 
Amar boldly writes: "Late-twentieth-
century market-state logics, in their 
neoliberal form, are struggling to survive 
early-twentieth-first-century era of 
financial crisis and geopolitical realignment. 
But security-state logics are doing fine" (p. 
14). Amar encounters these security state 
logics in an 'archipelago' of humanitarian 

militarism that he investigates primarily in 
Cairo, Egypt and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He 
argues that governing sites on what was 
once called the global semi-periphery have 
been in a process of political reorganizing. 
Brazil and Egypt, for instance, both have 
longstanding traditions of strong states and 
military involvement with politics and are 
building infrastructures that resist 
neoliberalism but not necessarily from the 
standpoint of leftist anti-capitalism. Instead, 
these regimes turn national security 
practices inward as a parallel form of nation 
building, protecting the physical, moral, and 
sovereign integrity of its populations. 
 The lynchpin of militarized 
humanitarianism is the deployment of 
sexuality in order to stigmatize and render 
visible human security targets (e.g. 
transgender sex workers in Rio; insurgent 
working class male youth in Cairo marked as 
'sexual predators' by police and press). On 
the ground, these coalescing security logics 
manifest in contradictory ways. Each 
chapter serves as a case study where Amar 
traces these contradictions through 
alignments of unconventional political 
actors, e.g. workers' advocates, moral-
religious populisms like pious Islam (in 
Egypt) and neo-Pentecostalism (in Brazil), 
professional military officials and 
entrepreneurial police. Chapter five, for 
instance, focuses on Operation Princess, an 
anti-sex-trafficking initiative in the 
Copacabana neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro. 
The initiative took shape through competing 
paradigms from international human rights 
programs, social-welfare-oriented 
governments, and anti-vice local officials. 
Here, Amar pulls together a heterodox 
archive of investigative journalism, Brazilian 
and international anthropological critiques, 
state and NGO auto-documentation, and 
the arguments of social movements. He 
shows the institutional drift of the project 
from protecting coerced minors to arresting 
legally-operating sex workers. The reader 
learns less from the sex workers themselves, 
as the analysis hovers at the level of policies 
and outcomes. Even with such omissions, or 
perhaps because of them, Amar is an elegant 
synthesizer of very complex events.   
 The two 'hotspots' Amar studies, Rio 
de Janeiro and Cairo, are rarely compared 
with such thoroughness. And Amar's 
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counterintuitive combination of sites yields 
the greatest intellectual reward in his 
description of global forces structuring the 
security archipelago. Anthropologists have 
already cautioned against a purely 
celebratory reading of post-authoritarian 
Brazil, for instance, in the areas of AIDS 
politics (Biehl 2005) and policing (Caldeira 
2000). Amar is assembling a new story. His 
scale-shifting and multi-sited narrative 
weaves together an impressive parallel 
history of an intensifying human security 
paradigm in Cairo and Rio. He begins with 
U.N. humanitarian world summits and urban 
renewal projects that accompanied them in 
the 1990s, through social unrest and 
militarized response in Tahrir Square and 
the Rio urban pacifications programs (UPPs) 
that have cleared communities in advance of 
the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olympics. And 
had Amar published just a few months later 
in 2013, he surely would have found even 
more parallels with the June 2013 protests 
that swept through Brazil. 
 Both Morgensen and Amar challenge 
anthropologists of sexuality to estrange the 
explicitly Northern and implicitly white 
histories of sexuality that haunt queer 
ethnographies set in locations across the 
globe. Both books expose the charged 
stakes of contemporary sexual politics on 
scales that range up to international human 
rights policy and down to the intimacy of 
activist collectivism. As such they offer 
compelling new directions for political and 
queer anthropology. Amar and Morgensen 
both work on the creative edges of 

anthropology as they border other 
disciplines -- gender studies, political 
science, public policy, critical race and 
ethnic studies. They use ethnography 
sparingly but strategically within broader 
textual and macropolitical inquiries. 
Nevertheless, the perspectives they employ 
and the questions they ask are profoundly 
anthropological in character. 
Anthropologists interested in activism, 
development, policing, or the global left 
should find in each book a unique 
examination of the erotic logics of state 
power. 
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