
From the Editor
“the way forward...by embracing 

technological advancement while holding 
on to historical nuance”

 I am happy to report that after several years of a limited existence, the Student 
Anthropologist is more robust than ever. In this edition our readers will find sixteen different works, including 
original research articles, think pieces, photo commentaries, and book reviews written by up-and-coming, young 
anthropologists.  As the National Association of Student Anthropologists’ flagship, peer-reviewed journal, the 
Student Anthropologist is guided by the thematic and theoretical interests of students, offering scholars of any level 
or subfield an opportunity to voice their perspectives. This edition includes topics as wide-ranging as dance heritage 
management (Valleroy; Creek), subsistence strategies of small-scale farmers (Morrill & King), and a philosophical 
exploration of the words and theoretical frames we use to conceptualize our very existence (Hanschu). With a 
geographic spread from Australia to 
Bangladesh to Nepal to Iceland and closer to home in Chicago, the 2018/2019 issue includes 
methodological reflections (Husain; Winful; Forbes) balanced by ethnographic insights (Walters; Walters; Hurley) and 
poignant reviews of the provocative new titles released by more advanced scholars 
(Commerer; Heffernan; Mylin; Mittal; McMillen; Martinez). The student authors in this issue also cover an impressive 
theoretical breath from strategies of neoliberal city-making to the political economy of 
tourism, touching on the ethics of fieldwork at home after a long absence and the way forward for the discipline by 
embracing technological advancement while holding on to historical nuance. We hope that our readers will enjoy 
the glimpse these articles provide into the topics and issues that will continue to rise in the field over the next 
decades as young scholars, such as those showcased here, move forward in academia and beyond. 

 This issue would not have been possible without the tireless work of several individuals, 
particularly Interim Editor Stephanie Mojica. Along with Peer Review Editor Alexea Howard and Book Review Editor 
Elizabeth Holdsworth, Stephanie was the rejuvenating force the SA needed to get back off the ground. The work I 
have done this year finalizing the edition is fully indebted to these three women’s persistence and dedication. I 
would also like to thank Design Editor Daisy Li for her creative technical skills, allowing us to publish the issue after 
long delays. Finally, we at the SA are grateful for the support and advice we have received from the AAA Publishing 
Board, particularly Director Janine McKenna. 

I hope all our readers enjoy this edition and stay tuned for the 2019/2020 issue coming early next year.  

Bridget Kelly, Editor
Central European University
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“ varied gender, ethnic, cultural, racial, and 
religious identities...from several countries 

around the world”

From the Interim Editor

 I am honored to be part of the relaunched Student Anthropologist journal. It was a massive undertaking 
but a fulfilling one. 
I would like to thank my predecessor, Dick Powis, for his training and mentorship even though he was busy in the 
field. The editors who worked under me — Book Editor Elizabeth Holdsworth and Peer Review Editor Alexea Howard 
— were very patient and dedicated. I would not have been able to get nearly as much done without them. Thank 
you so much.
I would also like to thank current Editor Bridget Kelly for her patience and willingness to wrap up this issue. 
Also, special thanks to Design Editor Daisy Li, the American Anthropological Association (especially Publications 
Director Janine McKenna), the National Association of Student Anthropologists, and SA’s peer reviewers.
My goal for the relaunched SA journal was to have a mix of academic articles, book reviews, commentaries, and 
photo essays. Countless hours were spent advertising the myriad opportunities SA offers as well as reviewing each 
submission.
I am proud to be part of the diversity of this issue of SA. Our authors have varied gender, ethnic, cultural, racial, and 
religious identities and come from several countries around the world.
 
 I hope to be part of SA in the future, and thanks for your continued support.

Stephanie Mojica, Interim Editor
De Montfort University
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